
VISUAL SYMBOLS AND THEIR MEANING 
 

Here are 15 symbols and their meanings that can be used to represent 
aspects of identity in portraits: 
 

o Hearts – Kindness and Compassion: Represents empathy, care, and a 
loving nature. 

o Books – Learning and Knowledge: Symbolizes a love of learning, 
curiosity, or a passion for reading and academics. 

o Sports Equipment (e.g., basketball, soccer ball) – Athleticism and 
Teamwork: Represents a connection to sports, physical activity, or being 
part of a team. 

o Butterflies – Growth and Transformation: Reflects personal growth, 
change, or resilience. 

o Stars – Aspiration and Dreams: Indicates big dreams, hope, or aiming 
for the future. 

o Trees – Family and Roots: Represents strong family ties, heritage, or a 
grounded personality. 

o Music Notes – Creativity and Expression: Shows a love for music, 
creative expression, or a talent for performing arts. 

o Sun – Positivity and Energy: Symbolizes a bright, optimistic personality 
or a positive outlook on life. 

o Moon – Calm and Reflection: Represents someone thoughtful, 
introspective, or drawn to mystery and imagination. 

o Globe or Map – Curiosity about the World: Reflects a desire to travel, 
explore, or learn about different cultures. 

o Puzzle Pieces – Problem-Solving and Complexity: Indicates someone 
who is good at solving problems, enjoys challenges, or sees themselves 
as unique. 

o Paintbrush or Palette – Artistic and Creative: Represents a love for art, 
creativity, and personal expression. 

o Rainbow – Diversity and Inclusivity: Symbolizes openness, acceptance, 
and an appreciation for diversity. 

o Lightning Bolt – Strength and Power: Indicates a strong, bold 
personality, resilience, or bravery. 

o Anchor – Stability and Dependability: Represents someone who is 
grounded, steady, or provides support for others. 

 


